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ON  ELECTION  AND  REPROBATION. 

Sir — It  is  a  rule  with  iney  and  one 
which  1  think  ought  to  be  adopted  by  all 
prutestant  Christians,  to  admit  no  doc¬ 
trine  as  undoubtedly  true,  but  such  as  are 
clearly  and  unequivocally  taught  in  the 
Bible;  much  less  to  admit  as  true,  with¬ 
out  this  sanction,  a  doctrine  so  strange 
and  extraordinary,  so  cruel  and  barba¬ 
rous,  so  much  at  variance  with  reason 
and  common  sense,  so  monstious,  and 
so  derogatory  to  the  Divine  character,  as 
that  under  consideration. 

In  my  last,  1  showed  that  the  principal 
texts  of  scripture  commonly  adduced  in 
support  of  your  doctrine  of  Election  and 
Reprobation,  are  most  grossly  perverted, 
misapplied,  and  wrested  from  their  obvi¬ 
ous  intention,  whenever  they  are  made 
to  countenance  such  a  doctrine;  and  that, 
by  no  fair  construction  can  they  be  made 
to  yield  it  the  least  support.  1  also 
showed  that  those  texts,  in  connexion 
with  their  contexts,  and  the  general  ten¬ 
or  of  scripture,  went  te  support  a  far 
more  glorious  and  beautiful  theory;  one 
that  is  highly  honorable  to  the  Divine 
Being,  showing  him  to  be  impartially 
good  and  affectionate  to  all  his  children, 
and  purposing  their  ultimate  holiness  and 
happiness.  Indeed,  it  is  impossible  that 
a  Revelation  coming  from  God,  can  teach 
a  doctrine  so  derogatory  to  the  Divine 
character,  so  hostile  to  reason,  and  so 
entirely  at  war  with  all  nature,  as  the 
Presbyterian,  or  Calvinistic  doctrine  of 
Election  and  Reprobation.  And  a  ra¬ 
tional  and  enlightened  mind  would  sooner 
believe  that  the  Bible  was  a  sheer  labri- 
cation,  a  bundle  of  absurdity  and  false¬ 
hood,  than  that  a  true  Revelation  from 
God  could  teach  a  doctrine  so  monstrous 
as  this — one  that  nature  pronouaces  false 
in  every  chapter  and  section  of  her  am¬ 
ple  page.  And  hence  it  is  that  so  many 
good  men  have  been  driven  into  scepti¬ 
cism,  and  finally  rejected  Christianity 
altogether.  Being  taught  to  believe  that 
Calvinism  was  the  doctrine  of  the  Bible — 
not  giving  themselves  leisure  to  examine 
the  word  of  life  for  themselves,  but  tak¬ 


ing  on  trust  what  they  heard  from  the 
pulpit, — through  a  perversion  of  the 
scriptures,  and  the  deceptive  mode  of 
handling  the  word  of  God,  practised  by 
learned  clergymen,  these  men,  of  natu¬ 
rally  strung  and  good  minds,  have  aban¬ 
doned  Christiantiy  entirely;  justly  con¬ 
cluding,  if  the  Bible  taught  such  a  doc¬ 
trine,  it  could  not  be  of  God,  it  were  un¬ 
worthy  of  its  reputed  author.  Whereas, 
if  they  had  searched  the  scriptures  atten¬ 
tively  for  themselves,  without  regard  to 
the  interpretations  of  Calvinistic  Doctors, 
they  would  have  found  them  worthy  of 
ail  acceptation,  and  that  the  doctrine  of 
Election  and  Reprobation  formed  no  part 
of  the  system  of  divinity  therein  taught. 
And  I  verily  believe  that  Calvinism  is 
the  fruitful  source  of  the  extensively  pre¬ 
vailing  infidelity  in  our  country. 

By  the  quotations  I  have  already  made 
from  your  Confession  of  Faith,  we  per¬ 
ceive  that  you  hold  and  maintain,  that 
God  fore-ordained  whatever  comes  to  pass 
— that  he  decreed  the  sin  of  our  first 
parents  and  annexed  the  penalty  of  in¬ 
finite  and  endless  torment  to  the  ef 
feet  of  his  own  decree — that  by  his  de¬ 
cree,  some  men  and  angels  are  (elected 
from  this  apparently  common  ruin  of  all) 
predestinated  to  everlasting  life,  and 
others  fore  ordained  to  everlasting  death, 
and  their  number  is  so  certain  and  defi¬ 
nite,  that  it  cannot  be  either  increased 
or  diminished — that  the  elect  were  chosen 
or  elected  from  all  eternity,  and  that 
without  any  foresight  of  faith  or  good 
works  in  them — that  the  elect  are  re¬ 
deemed  by  Christ,  effectually  called,  and 
will  infallibly  be  saved — that  none  oth¬ 
ers,  but  the  elect  only,  are  redeemed,  or 
effectually  called;  none  others  can  be 
saved,  though  they  be  ever  so  diligent 
to  frame  their  lives  according  to  the  best 
light  they  have — that  there  are  elect  in 
fants,(and  probably  idiots,)  and  these  al 
so  will  be  regenerated  and  saved  by 
Christ;  and  as  the  elect  only  are  re¬ 
deemed,  as  they  only  can  be  saved, 
those  infants  not  elected,  (for  the  mention 
of  elect  infants  implies  there  are  some 
not  elected)  not  being  redeemed,  cannot 
be  saved;  they  are  of  course  reprobated, 
and  fore  ordained  to  everlasting  death, 
to  the  pains  of  hell  forever.  Thus,  ac¬ 
cording  to  your  theory,  man  is  forced  in¬ 
to  existence  without  any  act  or  volition 
of  his  own,  goes  through  the  world  and 
does  the  best  he  can,  and  is  then  forced 


out  of  it,  and  doomed  to  the  pains  of  a 
never-ending  hell,  for  which  he  was  fore¬ 
ordained  long  before  he  had  a  being! 
Even  tender  infants,  that  are  barely 
born  to  the  light,  gasp  once,  and  die, 
without  knowing  their  right  hand  from 
their  left,  are  hurried  away,  (if  they  are 
not  of  the  elect,)  to  groan  in  endless  an¬ 
guish,  and  be  the  companions  of  devils 
and  damned  spirits,  world  without  end ! 

O!  my  friend,  is  it  posable  that  you 
can  believe  in  such  horrid  notions  as  the 
above,  which  are  so  decidediv  taught  in 
your  Confession  of  FaithP  Do  pause,  I 
beseech  you,  and  consider — reflect  seri¬ 
ously  on  the  nature  and  tendency  of 
such  a  theory,  before  you  ever  attempt 
to  preach  it  again.  But  if  you  do  in  real¬ 
ity  believe  it,  I  would  ask  again,  how  is 
it  possible  for  you  to  believe  at  the  same 
time,  as  you  and  your  brethren  often 
preach,  the  doctrine. of/ree  moral  aj/ency? 
If  the  number,  and  all  the  actions,  and 
the  final  destiny  of  the  elect  and  repro¬ 
bates  were  fixed  by  an  irrevocable  de¬ 
cree,  long  before  they  had  a  being,  why 
be  guilty  of  such  a  climax  of  absurdity 
as  that  of  maintaining,  that  life  and  death, 
good  and  evil,  are  set  before  them;  that 
they  can  choose  or  refuse,  and  according 
to  their  choice  will  be  their  everlasting 
destiny? — that  if  any  perish,  it  is  their 
owit  fault?  Why  exhort  people  to  be  up 
and  doing  while  the  day  lasts,  for  it  will 
soon  be  forever  too  late?  Why  tell  them 
to  make  their  calling  and  election  sure? 
Why  entreat  them,  oy  all  the  joys  of 
heaven,  and  all  the  terrors  of  hell,  to  re¬ 
pent  and  get  religion,  and  come  to  Christ, 
while  the  day  of  grace  lasts?  Do  you 
believe  it  possible  for  one  that  **God  did, 
from  all  eternity,  elect  to  everlasting 
life,’’  to  be  eternally  damned?  No,  Sir, 
you  believe  no  such  thing,  if  you  believe 
your  own  creed.  Well,  do  you  believe 
there  ever  was,  or  ever  will  be,  a  day  of 
grace  with  the  reprobate — that  there  ev¬ 
er  was,  or  ever  will  be,  a  time  when  it 
were  even  possible  for  the  non-elect  to 
be  saved?  No:  for  none  but  the  elect 
were  redeemed — none  others  are  effec¬ 
tually  called — none  others  can  be  saved, 
if  what  I  have  quoted  trom  your  Confes¬ 
sion  be  true.  It  were  as  utterly  impossi¬ 
ble  for  one  of  the  elect  to  be  damned,  or 
to  fail  of  salvation,  however  vile  his  char¬ 
acter  may  be,  as  it  would  be  for  him  to 
dethrone  Jehovah  himself.  It  were  as 
impossible  for  one  of  the  reprobates  to 
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be  havt  d,  ur  tn  avoid  en^lle^!»  daHinati»»n, 
be  he  ever  au  virtuous  or  good,  as  loi  a 
fish  to  drink  up  the  whole  ocean  in  which 
he  swims. 

Why  then  do  you,  after  setting  a  Cal- 
vinistic  table,  cover  it  with  Anniniaii 
bread?  Wiiy  pretend  that  the  eternal 
destiny  of  nun  depemls  on  the  exertions 
he  heie  makes?  Why  make  such  unwea^ 
ried  eft’nrts  to  get  up  revivals  of  religion? 
W  hy  tell  your  people,  if  they  aie  saved, 
it  must  be  thr.jugli  then  own  exertions  to 
get  religion;  and  if  they  are  damned,  it 
is  their  »)wn  fault,  because  they  have  ne¬ 
glected  the  means  ot  grace,  sinned  away 
the  day  of  grace,  Why  tell  about 

the  heathen  being  exposed  to  endless 
damnation,  and  hundreds  and  thousanils 
of  them  daily  sji  king  down  to  hell,  all 
for  lack  of  knowleiLe?  Now,  you  be¬ 
lieve  none  of  this  stulf,  it  you  believe 
your  own  creed.  If  your  Confession. ot 
Faith  expresses  voiir  real  sentiments, 
you  belie»e  that  all  of  the  human  family 
that  it  ever  was,  or  ever  '.vill  be  possible 
should  be  saved,  were  utuonnitioiully 
elected  from  all  eternity,  and  not  one  ot 
them  possibly  can  be  lost;  and  all  the 
rest  were  unconditionally  reprobated  to 
endless  misery,  from  ail  eternity,  and 
not  one  of  them  possibly  can  be  saved. 
What  then  ran  be  your  motive  in  feed¬ 
ing  the  people  with  Arminian  doctrine, 
when  you  believe  no  such  thing  ?  I  can¬ 
not  account  for  this  inconsistency  in  your 
creed  ami  preaching  except  on  one  or 
the  other  of  the  two  following  supj.ositi 
onstviz.  1st.  That  you  are  perfectly 
aware  that  an  enlightened  people  do  ab¬ 
hor  from  their  very  souls,  and  will  not 
receivi’  nor  swallow  barelaced  Calvanism 
— that  it  is  too  grating  both  to  their  ears 
and  hearts,  to  be  admitted  for  one  mo¬ 
ment — that  you  would  loose  all  your 
hearers,  if  you  preached  it  plainly, 
excepting  a  few  dark  souled  bigots  and 
worshippers  of  yourself,  who  as  firmly 
believe  io  your  infallibility,  as  ever  a 
Roman  Catholic  did  in  that  of  tho  Papal 
See  ;  and  therefore  you  find  yourself  ob 
ligeil  to  cook  it  up  in  such  a  manner, 
mixing  Arminian  bread  with  it,  and  so 
interlarding  it  with  the  doctrine  of  free 
will,  as  to  make  it  in  some  measure  pala¬ 
table  to  your  hearers.  Or  2d.  1  hat  you 
are  perfectly  bewildered  by  the  absurdi¬ 
ty  and  mysticism  of  your  system — in  as 
much  confusion  in  your  own  mind  as  the 
builders  of  Babel  were  in  their  language 
— and  therefore  don’t  know  how  to  preach 
any  better,  or  how  to  get  along  with 
such  a  heterogeneous  mass  of  contradic¬ 
tory  notions  and  diictrines  in  any  other 
waythan  to  preach  Calvinism  and  Arinini- 
anism.  either  .^<//erna/e/y,  or  mixed  up 
iogethfr.  as  the  current  shall  chance 

lead,  or -the  humor  happen  to  take 


you.  Fur  in  reality  these  two  uuLiiiiies 
are  a»  opposite  to  each  othei  as  antipo¬ 
des,  and  can  no  inure  be  made  to  hai  mo 
nize  than  oil  aru  water  can  be  made  to 
unite  or  mingle  together. 

1  like  to  see  ineii  consistent — I  like  to 
see  them  honest — it  they  believe  in  Cal 
vinisni,  let  tiiem  preucli  Cuivii. ism,  pure 
and  uncoriupted;  let  lliem  nut  adul¬ 
terate  It  with  ArnuDiai.iMii,  aiui  at¬ 
tempt  to  take  a  part  ut  two  systems  so 
utterly  irreconcilable,  and  to  blend 
those  things  tugelhei  which  never  can 
be  united. 

However,  on  reflection  and  strict  ex- 
amioatiun,  Calvinism  and  Armiiiiunisin 
do  nut  contradict  one  another  any  more 
than  Calvinism  contradicts  ilsell.  lake 
lor  example  the  language  ot  jiuur  Creed: 
"  By  their  tall  alt  mankind  lusttommu- 
iiiun  with  God,  are  under  his  wrath  and 
curse,  and  so  made  iiable  to  all  the  mi- 
seiies  of  tliis  life,to  neatli  itself,  and  to 
the  pains  of  hell  forever.”  Now  the 
meaning  intended  to  be  conveyed  by 
this  language,  IS,  that  by  Adam’s  sin,  ur 
us  a  just  penally  iheretur,  all  mankiud, 
without  exception,  were  iiable  to  all  mi¬ 
series,  temporai  and  eternal,  vvliicli 
would  be  no  iimre  than  they  justly  de¬ 
served  to  sufler  for  this  act.  riien  again 
you  maintain  that  “every  sin,  both  origi¬ 
nal  and  actual,  doth  in  its  own  nature, 
bring  guilt  upon  the  sinner  whereuy  he 
IS  bound  over  to  the  wrath  of  God,  &c. 
and  so  made  subject  to  death  with  all 
miseries,  spiritual,  temporal  and  eternal,” 
and  that  the  damnation  which  reprobates 
will  suiter,  will  “be  for  tluir  sms  in 
flicted.”  Now  who  does  not  see  the 
most  palpable  contradiction  in  the  above? 
For  if,  as  the  first  quotation  expresses  it, 
“  all  mankind  were  liable  to  all  tiie  mi¬ 
series  of  this  life,  to  death  itself,  and 
the  pains  of  hell  forever”  as  a  just  penal¬ 
ty  for  Adam’s  sin,  it  must  be  plain  that 
none  of  Adam's  posterity  can  eversull'er, 
or  even  be  liable  to  sutt'er  any  sort  of 
punishment  for  their  menshts,  for  all  that 
they  cat!  endure,  both  here  and  hereafter, 
in  time  and  eternity,  is  only  a  just  pun¬ 
ishment  for  the  sin  of  thew  progenitor',  so 
that  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  to  pun 
ish  them  for  their  own  actual  transgres¬ 
sions  Again  :  your  Catechism  asserts 
that  “God  did  from  all  eternity  e!e  M 
some  to  everlasting  life,”&r.  &c.  Now 
tell  me,  dear  sir,  how  these  “  some.” 
that  were  from  all  eternity  elected  to  ever¬ 
lasting  life,  could  he,  as  stated  abo»’  ‘, 
^'liable — to  the  pains  of  hell  for  ever 
Just  as  liable  to  these  pains  of  liell. 
the  eternal  and  irrevocable  decree  id  J- 
liovah  was  to  be  broken,  and  no  moi  i' ! 

But  Sir,  aside  from  tlie  fact  air-,  dv 
shown,  that  your  system  coiiti  adict..^  :;ie 
scriptures,  contradicts  other  doctrines 


which  you  aiit  i..pt  to  blemi  wuu  it,  and 
contradicts  Ilsell,  111  the  most  palpaUe 
manner  ;  the  moiisirous  partiality,  the 
infinite  cruelly,  and  the  unparalleled 
tyranny,  that  toe  doi  trine  ot  particular 
election  and  reproDation  ascribes  to  the 
Father  of  the  spirits  of  all  tlesh,  ouo-ht 
to  lead  you  and  every  rational  mind,  not 
j only  to  iloubt  its  truth,  but  to  reject  it 
I  with  abhorrence,  as  totally  unworthy  of 
!  Its  pietended  oiigir.  or  Mipposcd  di- 
;  vine  authority,  or  of  ihe  reception  or  cre- 
•ience  of  any  enlightened  s*ml  of  Adam’s 
numerous  race.  NV  liy.sir,  it  is  impossi¬ 
ble  in  the  nature  of  tilings,  to  depict  or 
U'onceive  of  a  worse  or  a  more  odious 
I  character  than  that  which  this  doctrine 
I  ascribes  to  our  heavenly  Father.  It  is 
'even  worse  than  tiiat  whuh  is  common- 
jly  ascribed  to  the  devil  himself — It  is 
worse  even  tliun  you  believe  the  devil 
jtobc.  For  iieithei  yon  nor  any  other 
one,  tliat  I  know  of,  ever  ascribed  to 
that  evil  being  the  barbarous  art  of  crea¬ 
ting  on  pm  pose  to  torment,  to  all  eternity, 
Bui  your  diiciime  of  eiectiun  and  repro- 
baiioii  does  as  ribc  “uc  an  act  to  God. 
Act  riling  to  this  theory, (iod  had  no  oth¬ 
er  motive  in  creating  the  reprobate,  but 
I  to  torment  him  to  all  eternity  w/ith  infin¬ 
ite  cruelty  ter  the  gr itifii  ation  of  him¬ 
self  and  other  beings,  called  saints,  al 
most,  tliougli  not  quite,  as  bad  as  him¬ 
self.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  a  libel 
on  the  character  ot  the  devil  to  accuse 
him  ot  such  deeds  of  infinite  malice  as 
tins!  God  is  therefore  represented  to  be 
as  much  worse  than  the  nevil  as  his  pow¬ 
er  IS  greater. 

This  I  say  deal  sir,  in  all  due  charity 
and  good  will  to  you  ;  for  it  is  not  vour- 
sell  that  I  abhor  anil  ibdest,  (for  I  have 
areal  friendship  and  regard  for  you,)  but 
it  is  your  .ioc/fine— t!:  i'  i>  the  abomina¬ 
ble  thing  that  my  soul  hatetli.  I  have 
charity  for  you.  and  for  many  others 
that  embrace  your  system  of  doctrines, 
and  verily  believe  that  there  are  many 
of  them  that  are  sincere,  that  are  truly 
devotional  and  pi.iii*  ;  lliougli  their  piety 
does  by  no  nieaiis  ai  i-e  (Viiin  (heir  sys¬ 
tem - their  hea.tHaro  far  better  than 

their  heads.  Bti*  I  believe  vou  anil  they 
arc  deceived,  'lel-Klfd,  bewi  dercil. ■  ■  ■ 
Til  ere  lore  I  thasspcik.  anil  would  fain 
I  undeceive  yon  and  (l.em  .if  it  were  in  my 
!  power.  It  wa:-  doiilito  for  this  pui- 
jio.se,  anil  with  tliis  motive  that  an  emi¬ 
nent  diviii  >,  oru  e  a  b-liever  in  the  sys¬ 
tem.  speaks  111  th  •  foil-. wing  forcible  and 
pointed  language  of  the  .di  oninations  ot 
ilrit  dor Iritii  .  and  warn.- hi s  fellow  men 
■against  it.  >  he  e\iiH..i  i«.  from  one  ot 
IJewellin’s  trarts.  Vlonthly  Re¬ 

view,  eniaiged,  vol.  viii.  1792.]]  lie 
w  rites  rho«  : — 

I  “I  challenge  the  whole  body  and  be- 
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in'' ul' III  aas  .  lil  itself,  to  iiiveni,  ur  in  itJii,  auJ  even  tne  >  uUum  .'ndus  held  us  imraoulous  power  in  healingthe  infirm 
spTre,  or  whisper  any  thing  blacker  oi  place  iu  the  heavens  by  a  precarious  tenure;  and  reviving  the  dead,  he  did  it  in  silence, 
more  wirked  ;  vea  if  sin  itself  had  alt  at  toe  same  time  an  a/xw/ieiwis  wo  Id  not  and  under  injunctions  of  secrecy,  direct- 
the  wit,  the  tongues  and  fiens  ol  all  men  serve  their  purpose  ;  it  was  necessary  to  iiig  men  to  pay  their  thanks  to  God  alone, 
and  an^'cls  to  anitToitv,ldefv»l>e  vvhole  make  Pythagoras  a  God,  or  the  sou  of  a  »jiod.  and  forbidding  them  to  call  him  God.  No 
to  sar  any  thing  worse  of  God* than  this,  and  to  give  liim  a  supernatural  birth  frOiii  magicnum  iers,uorniistic8ymbolsobscu- 
0  sin,  thou  hasT  spent  and  emptied  thy  toe  womb  of  a  vtrg.ii ;  tne  next  thing  was,  red  his  doctrines,  but  he  delivered  the 
self  in  the  doctrine  of  Joliii  Calvin  !—  to  invest  him  with  the  power  of  working  siinpie  system  of  his  pure  morality  in 
And  here  I  lejoire  tliit  1  nave  heard  the  miracles;  but  nere  stuboorn  facts  laid  in  little  easy  anecdotes,  levelled  to  the 
utmost  that  malevolence  iisclf  shall  ev-  their  way  :  he  had  visited  Epimenides  in  capacity  and  fitted  to  the  memory  of 
cr  be  able  to  say  against  infinite  benig-  sickness  without  beiim  able  to  the  jioorest  and  most  illiterate.  From 

nity  1  1  was  myself  hrouglit  up  and  tu-  prolong  lus  life;  they  were  druen  to  ridi-  such  he  chose  his  disciples  that  the 

tored  in  it.  and  bein»»  delivered  and  culous  resources;  and,  Abans’ arrow  in  “  wisdom  of  this  world’  might  have  no 
hrouwht  to  see  the  evil  a'nd  dan«-er,  am  aid , sent  t  leir  Philosopner  upon  it  liirough  share  in  his  ministry,  and  he  rested  upon 
bouiTd  by  my  obligations  to  God,  an-  l‘Oin  Aletapontum  m  T.iurunini-  toe  weakest  agents,  the  task  of  preaching 

gels,  and  men,  to  warn  mv  fellow- because  Ciirist  had  walked  on  the  and  propagating  the  sublimest  religion. — 

sinners*  1  therefore  here  hefoie  tlod'sva,  Pjthagoras  rode  through  the  skies ,  Gloomy  enthusiasts  have  buried  thera- 

and  the*  whole  universe  recall  anil  con- !  because  Cnristliad  been  forty  days  fasting  selves  in  deserts  and  caverns  of  the  earth, 
deinn  every  word  I  have  spoken  in  favor  ‘f'  *be  wilderness,  Pytiiagoras  was  to  be  to  brood  in  solitude  and  sjiend  their  days 
of  it.  1  tlius  renounce  tlie  doctrine  as  days  witnout  food,  m  ilie  temple  of  in  penances  and  prayers ;  ambitious  iii- 
tlie  rancor  of  devils,  a  iloctrinc,  the  the  Aluses  at  ^vletajKiatum;  because  Christ  iiovators  have  been  carried  to  the  highest 
preachingof  which  is  babbling  and  mock-  descended  into  Hades,  and  rose  again  pitch  of  human  greatness  by  becoming 
in'*',  its  pTayers  blasphemies,  and  wlio>e  fbe  dead,  and  appeared  upon  tiie  founders  of  a  new  religion  ;  but  Christ 
praises  are  the  horrible  yollings  of  sin  v'arlli,  Pythagoras  descended  to  tne  shades  taught  his  disciples,  neither  to  shun  soci- 
andhell.”  *  below,  reinuiiied  there  a  complete  year,  ety,  nor  -  ^.o.jrb  authorities;  he  told 

Though  the  above  !an‘»ua'>-e  is  strong,  Ifoiuer,  Hesiod  and  other  departed  them  indeed  tliat  they  should  die  for  the 
plain,  and  severe,  yet  in^general  I  thirfk  spirds,  returned  upon  tUe  earth  wan  and  faith  they  professed,  but  it  was  not  the 
it  correct  •  and  verilv  believe  the  writer  emaciated,  and  reported  what  he  tiad  seen  death  of  soldiers,  but  of  martyrs  they 
■was  an  honest  man.  *  lie  had  been  trai-  assembly  of  h.s  disciples,  whilst  should  sufier,  and  these  precepts  he  con¬ 

ned  up  in  the  embrace  ami  belief  if  Cal-  liismother,hyhisspecial  dir.ictionbefore  his  firmed  by  his  own  example,  being  “  l«d 
Tinisiti:  and  when  its  odious  and  drea  l-  descent,  registered  upon  tablets  all  that  like  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter.”  If  they 
ful  features  were  clearly  seen  and  known.  Passed,  and  noted  the  time  of  h:s  teniixi-  who  profess  his  religion,  were  to  practice 
lie  like  an  honest  man,  renounced  and  rary  death  and  resurrection:  to  carry  on  it,  universal  love  and  benevolence  would 
condemned  It  at  once.'  And  I  would  now  competition,  he  was  made  to  illay  obtain  upon  earth.” 

say  to  you.  dear  sir,  in  the  affectionate  winds,  tem^-sts.  and  earthquakes;  to  cure  ‘“Christ  having  performed  his  miracles 


amination  ol  the  doctrine  ... - ....  i,  i  r»  i  i  i  .  i-  -n  i  i  •  .  .  •  -  • 

consulted  Porplivry  and  larnblicusw'ill  call  lodged  by  bis  most  vigilant  euemies,  the 

*  ' Affectionately  vours.  D.  S.  to  mind  many  other  coineideiices.  With  Piiarisees  :  they  did  not  deny  the  mira- 

-  ^  '  -1 -  -  -  what  sujierior,  what  incoiitestible  strength  cle,  but  ascribed  it  to  the  aid  of  the 

For  the  Fvanijelic'il  Magazine.  of  evidence  does  the  disciple  of  Christ  prince  of-the  devils ;  so  weak  a  subter- 
CHKISn  WITY  meet  the  disciple  of  Pythagoras,  in  his  Page  against  the  evidence  of  their  own 

r  a-  comparison  between  their  luasteis  !  The  senses,  probably  satisfied  neither  tliem- 
7  tesn  jwned  extracts  are  ta  enfrom  .  o  teacher  was  almost  a  miracle  of  selves  nor  others;  if  it  had,  this  accusation 

X‘  Curnherlaady  erudition;  he  traversed  the  east  in  pur-  of  sorcery,  (being  capital  by  their  law, 

ghsh  pitblir  iUitn.)  1  e  ex  rac  s  are  not  ^^it  of  science,  and  collected  knowlege,  and  also  by  that  of  the  Romans,)  would 
onUj  xonttenm  a  slgle  easy,  pe.rspxcu  wherever  it  was  to  be  found,  with  unre  have  been  heard  of,  when  they  were  so 
ous  and  eegnnt,  nt  t  ey  a  oun  u  t  t  uiitting  industry  :  Christ  lived  in  privacy  much  inclined  to  seek  for  ciimes  where- 
sentmenh,  wortny  t  e,  pefusa  an  re-  obscurity,  educated  onlv  in  the  hum-  with  to  charge  him  on  his  trial  :  if  any 
tcntion  of  every  Trader.  e  **>  b!e  trade  and  occupation  cf  his  parents,  tol  man  shall  object  that  this  is  arguing  out  of 

t  le  credibilif  i  of  t  >e  ns  tan  e  igton.  whom  lie  was  obedient  and  devoted,  till  the  gosjiels  in  favor  of  the  gospels,  I  con- 
“  It  has  been  unfortunate  for  Pythago-  he  set  out  upon  the  functions  cf  his  mis-  tend  that  this  matter  of  fact  does  not  rest 
ras,  that  the  writers  of  Julian’s  lime,  to  sion.  The  person  of  the  first  was  capti-  solely  on  the  gospel  evidence,  but  also  on 
}'ay  court  to  the  Emperor,  should  have  vatiug  and  comely,  not  to  be  approached  collateral  historic  proof;  for  this  very  ar- 
corrupted  their  account  of  him  with  so  but  with  awe  and  adoration,  with  prepar-  gument  of  the  PliariseVs,  and  this  only,  is 
many  fictions  and  absurdities  :  for  he  was  atory  penances,  and  rigid  initiations,  with  made  use  of  by  those  Jews  whom  Celsus 

truly  a  wonderful  man;  but  when  they  every  artifice  to  set  him  off’  that  human  brings  in  arguing  against  the  Christian  re¬ 

undertook  to  d  “predate  the  character  ol  wit  could  devise  :  the  other  was  “  despi  ligion  ;  and  those  Jews,  on  this  very  ac- 
Christ.  his  doctrirh?s,  and  miracles, by  as-  std  and  rejected  of  men,”  the  simplest  count,  rank  Christ  with  Pythagoras  ;  and 
cribiiig  action-,  to  Pytnagoras  equal,  or,  as  and  meekest  being  that  ever  walked;  con-  I  ch-allenge  the  cavillers  against  Christ’s 
tiiey  conceived,  sup.*r!or  to  what  C  irist  versing  freely  with  all  men,  presenting  miracles,  either  to  controvert  what  is  thus 

had  done  upon  earth,  t'ley  were  driven  to  himself  to  the  poor  and  lowly,  to  women  asserted,  or  to  produce  any  other  argu- 

strange  resources  in  d’ifying  their  Philo-  and  to  little  children;  in  him  was  “no  ment  of  Jewish  origin  except  this  ascribed 
sopher ;  for  in  lact,  the  time^  was  rather  form  of  comeliness”  that  men  should  de-  to  the  Pharisees  by  the  Gospel,  either 
jiissed  for  these  delusions;  deification  after  sire ;  no  artifice  or  trick  to  catch  applause  from  Celsus,  as  above  mentioned,  or  any 
death  was  the  most  that  could  be  attempt-  'or  to  qxcite  surprise  :  if  he  exercised  his  other  writer.  \_Concladed on  I59th page. 
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laey  conceivea,  sup.*r!or  lo  wiiai  L'  lnst]  versing  treely  with  all  men,  presenting  miracles,  eithi 
had  done  upon  earth,  t'ley  were  driven  to  himself  to  the  poor  and  lowly,  to  women  asserted,  or 
strange  resources  in  defying  their  Pailo-  and  to  little  children;  in  him  was  “no  meat  of  Jewis 
sopher ;  for  in  lact,  the  time  was  rather  form  of  comeliness”  that  men  should  de-  to  the  Pharii 
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letter  sinners,  that  1  shall  be  holy  as  he  is  holy,  If  they  had  not  been  fully  persuaded  that 

From  Rev.  Hosea  Ballou,  to  Rev,  Dr.  &  happy  as  he  is  happy  ;  and  I  also  know,  he  was  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  what  in  ail 
Beecher ^  of  Boston,  (Afass,)  positive  certainty,  that  this  belief  and  the  world  could  have  so  incensed  them 

Sir, — I  addressed  you  some  time  ago,  hope  work  in  my  very  soul  the  work  against  him  ?  Sir,  it  is  astonishing  that  you 
on  the  subject  of  “a  Mighty  Fallen  Spir-  sin,  and  bring  forth  in  ray  actions  the  should  neglect  such  palpable  pi  oofs  record- 
it,”  of  which  you  said  not  a  little,  in  one  vilest  abominations  which  ever  violated  the  ed  in  the  scriptures,  and  stand  up  in  your 
of  your  sermons.  In  that  address  1  en-  divine  law,  disliouoied  God,  or  degraded  desk,  pronouncing  a  long  string  of  empty 
deavored  to  point  out  some  of  your  egre-  human  nature.  assertions,  until  you  and  your  hearers  were 

gious  errors ;  and  1  had  some  hope,  though  You  will  easily  perceive  sir,  that  less  weary  ;  and  after  all,  tliey  were  not  con- 
I  confess  it  was  but  small,  that  you  would  than  this  amounts  to  nothing.  You  cer-  vinced. 

profit  by  my  attempt,  though  it  was  but  a  tainly  cannot  hiow  the  fruits  of  a  belief  '  Doctor,  you  had  better  make  another 
feeble  one.  In  my  humble  opinion,  it  ^hat  you  never  possessed ;  and  you  can  appointment  for  the  purpose  of  convincing 
was  your  duty  to  defend  the  sentiments  on  easily  see  also,  that  if  a  tirm  belief  in  your  the  good,  but  ignorant  people  of  this  city, 
which  I  then  animadverted,  if  you  were  of  own  salvation  will  not  produce  those  evil  that  immorality  was  never  known  in  the 
opinion  that  they  were  either  capable  or  effects,  the  belief  that otners  will  be  saved,  world  until,  the  doctrine  of  universal  sal- 
worthy  of  defence  ;  but  what  you  think  of  could  have  no  such  effect  on  you.  vation  was  set  up  and  believed  And  be- 

ihem  1  know  not,  nor  do  I  perceive  any  Having  pointed  out  one  method  of  sub-  fore  you  again  attempt  this  necessary  work, 
way  by  which  I  can  ascertain.  stantiating  the  fact  that  Universalism  tends  a  labour  so  much  needed,  make  yourself 

i  have  still  a  mind  to  do  you  good,  with-  to  all  manner  of  immorality,  it  may  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  this  method 
out  the  smallest  expectation  of  receiving  proper  to  furnish  you  with  another.  It  is  which  I  have  recommended.  Hegin  your 
any  thanks  from  you.  Being  informed  said  that  in  your  late  discourse  on  this  sub-  task  at  the  right  end,  and  go  on  regularly ; 
that  you  recently  gave  out  public  notice  jeet,  you  quoted  no  proof  from  scripture,  be  careful  that  you  do  not  forget  to  add 
that  you  were  going  to  prove,  in  a  lecture,  This,  sir,  is  a  great  pity.  How  h<.ppeued  the  weight  of  history  to  your  conclusive 
the  immoral  tendency  of  Universalism,  and  it  that  you  did  not  quote  the  first  transgres-  arguments.  Show  your  hearers  that  all 
having  also  been  certified  that  you  made  sion  of  man,  as  recorded  in  Genesis,  and  the  abominable  persecutions  which  have 
the  attempt  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  show  your  uearers  that  the  sole  reason  why  deluged  the  world  iu  blood,  were  all  set 
Sabbath  inst.  but  utterly  failed  in  making  Adam  transgressed,  was  liis  faith  in  Jesus  on  foot  and  carried  on  by  univeisalists. — 
out  any  thing  on  the  subject,  more  than  I  as  his  Saviour?  And  why  did  you  neglect  Quote  history,  and  prove  that  JS'ero  was  a 
your  bare  assertions,  accompanied  with  nu-  to  demonstrate  that  the  whole  difficulty  believer  in  the  final  salvation  of  all  man- 
inerous  gross  sophisms,  I  thought  it  ray  du-  which  incited  Cain  to  murder  his  broiher,  kind,  by  Jesus  Christ;  and  tliat  it  was 
ty  to  suggest  some  method  by  which  you  was  his  firm  belief  that  both  he  and  his  this  belief  which  caused  him  to  set  fire  to 
may  better  succeed  in  such  an  undeita-  brother  were  embraced  in  the  ever  bles-  the  city  of  Rome,  and  lay  the  crime  to  the 
king.  There  is  nothing  which  makes  a  sed  covenant  of  salvation  ?  Had  you  shown  Christians.  Show,  moreover,  that  the 
public  preacher  appear  to  greater  disad-  these  things,  you  would  not  have  bhen  whole  of  the  ten  persecutions  which  pre¬ 
vantage  than  to  promise  a  piece  of  work  laughed  at  for  your  puny,  puerile  asser-  ceded  the  reign  of  Constantine,  in  which 
beforehand,  and  when  the  time  comes  to  tious,  unaccompanied  with  the  least  sha-  many  millions  of  professed  Christians  lost 
fulfil  the  promise,  to  go  to  work  without  ‘ipw  of  proof.  No,  indeed,  but  your  con-  their  lives,  were  all  carried  on  by  iiiiiver- 
uiiderstanding  his  subject,  and  without  vinced  auditors  would  have  been  weighed  salists.  But  do  not  stop  here ;  go  on  and 
any  proper  method  of  executing  the  un-  down  with  an  awful  solemnity,  and  a  deep « demonstrate  your  subject  by  showing  that 
dertaking.  conviction  of  the  danger  of  believing  in  all  the  persecutions  practiced  by  Christians 

1st.  Then,  let  us  distinctly  understand  the  doctrine  of  salvation  j  and  would  have  I  against  Christians,  were  entirely  owing  to 
what  is  to  be  proved.  It  is  this  :  immor-  fled  for  safety  to  the  doctrine,  the  raorali-  j  a  belief  that  finally  all  mankind  will  be 
ality  proceeds  from  a  belief  that  all  man-  zing  doctrine,  ot  everlasting  sin  and  eter- 1  made  holy  and  happy.  Give  your  hear- 
kind  will  eventually  be  made  holy,  happy  nal  condemnation.  And  by  this  time,  ray  jers,  sir,  to  know  the  Roman  Inquisition  is, 
beings,  through  the  mediation  of  the  lamb  dear  doctor,  you  might  have  elevated  your  and  always  has  been,  an  engine  of  univer- 
of  God,  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  voice,  and  even  commanded  fire  from  hea- 1  salism  ,  and  after  you  make  them  under¬ 
world.  Having  this  statement  perfectly  ven  to  vindicate  your  reasoning,  showing! stand  that  more  thanfiftymillionsofpro- 
distinct  in  your  own  mind,  make  it  equally  that  the  sin  ol  Sodom  and  the  cities  of  the  I  testants  have  been  put  to  death  by  those 
plain  to  the  understanding  of  your  hearers,  plain,  W'as  all  owing  to  Universalism,  and  abominable  believers  in  universal  salva- 
This  faithfully  done,  you  must  next  pro-  when  you  had  set  forth  the  fiery  venge-  tion,  go  oa  and  prove  from  history,  that  all 
ceed  to  demonstrate  that  the  germ  of  imrao-  ance  that  fell  on  that  abominable  people  the  persecutions  which  have  been  carried 
rality  is  neces.sarily  wrapped  up  in  this  faith,  for  their  faith  in  salvation  from  sin,  you  on  by  the  protestants,  were  owing  to  their 
and  naturally  grows  from  this  hope.  To  might  have  said  that  you  had  got  beiere  belief  that  God  is  good  and  gracious  to  all 
do  this  to  the  understanding  of  your  hear-  your  story,  and,  by  way  of  a  parenthesis,  mankind,  and  will  finally  make  alliioly 
ers,  you  can  take  an  individual  for  exam-  given  your  hearers  to  understand  that  no  and  happy.  I  beg  you  would  not  forget 
pie.  And  as  it  is  to  be  expected  that  a  other  sin  was  the  occasion  of  the  drown-  that  those  who  hung  the  Quakers  in  Sa- 
inan  knows  as  much  about  himself  as  he  ing  of  the  old  world.  lem,  were  universalists.  Make  this  truth 

does  about  a  iy  other  person,  you  may  How  can  you  account,  sir,  for  3'our  ne-  known  to  your  hearers,  ami  assure  them 
.speak  in  the  first  person  singular ;  and  if  gleet,  on  this  all  important  occasion,  to  in-  that  the  very  spirit  of. universal  grace  is  the 
it  sound  a  little  like  egotism,  no  matter;  stance  the  horrid  murder  of  the  Lord  of  spirit  of  persecution.  Show  them,  also, 
the  subject  is  of  importance,  and  the  ob-  Life  and  Glory,  by  the  abominable  High  that  all  the  crimes  which  have  been  com- 
ject  of  infinite  concern.  Stand  up  then  Priest  of  the  Jews  and  hypocritical  Scribes  mitted  in  our  country,  and  for  which  ma- 
”  boldly,  and  address  yout  congregation  thus:  and  Pharisees,  with  the  whole  estate  of  ny  have  been  executed,  were  all  commit- 
— My  fellow  travellers  to  eternity,  I  assure  the  elders  of  the  nation?  Do  you  not  ted  by  universalists  and  that  there  is  not 
you  that  1  believe^  without  a  doubt,  that  know  that  it  was  this  immoral  doctrine  of  now  a  criminal  in  confinement,  who  is  not 
when  my  mortal  pilgrimage  oa  earth  is  Universal  Salvation  that  so  enraged  that  a  believer  in  this  demoralizing  doctrine, 
ended,!  shall  be  with  Jesus,  the  Saviour  of  wicked  people  against  the  Son  of  God  ? —  Sir,  you  must  not  think  your  work  ij- 
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done  until  you  prove,  ou  the  other  hand, 
tliat  the  spirit  of  everlasting  condemnation 
and  eternal  punishment,  is  the  meek  and 
humble  spirit  of  Jesus  ;  that  it  is  the  spirit 
of  charity,  which  suffereth  long  and  is  kind; 
that  such  as  believe  in  endless  punish¬ 
ment  are  so  tenderhearted  that  they  would 
rather  suffer  death,  in  the  most  cruel  man¬ 
ner,  than  to  persecute  others.  I  beg  you 
not  to  forget  to  state  the  fact,  that  John 
Calvin  would  never  have  put  Dr.  Servetus 
to  death,  in  so  cruel  a  manner,  had  not 
Calvin  been  a  universalist. 

When  you  shall  have  made  all  these 
things  evident,  your  undertaking  will  be 
accomplished ;  and  you  will  hear  the  wel- 
»*orae  sentence,  well  done,  good  and  faith¬ 
ful  servant. 

Vours,  &c.  HOSEA  BALLOU. 


Hcije  iSUanfleUcal  l^asanne. 

L'TICA,  SATURDAY,  KOV.  14,  1829. 

‘-CONSIDEKATIONS 

On  the  foundation,  ends  and  duties  of  the 
Christian  Sabbat  It,  and  the  late  measures  foi 
enforcing  its  observance.  ‘  Is  it  lawful  on  the 
Sabbath  days  to  do  gO(Kl  And  they  (the 
•Scribes  and  Pharisees)  were  tilled  with  mad 
ness.’— St.  Luke  Utica:  Norihway  &  For 
ter,  Printers.”  8  vo.  pp.  30. 

An  interesting  work  of  the  above  description 
has  lately  made  its  appearance  in  this  village. 
It  was  elicited  from  an  able  [ten  by  a  candid 
view  of  the  yet  unceasing,  still  increasing,  ef 
forts  of  the  Church-and  State  party,  (in  othei 
words,  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  of  the  day) 
to  compel  all  men  to  be  governed  by  •  their  con 
sciences.  The  grcatei  part  of  the  pamphlet 
consists  of  two  ably  written  articles  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  specifivd  in  the  title  page,  from  the  ChrU 
tian  Eximiutr,  for  May  and  for  September, 
1829, and  an  extract,  (inducing  the  7th  chap¬ 
ter,)  from  Paley’s  Mural  and  Political  Philoso¬ 
phy,  ont.ie  scripture  account  of  Sabbatical  In¬ 
stitutions.  These  selections  are  very  judicious¬ 
ly  made,  and  wi  II  calculated  to  exert  a  salutary 
iiifluence  on  Society,  in  the  present  highly  exci 
ted  state  of  public  feeling.  Our  readers  at  a 
distance  are,  probably  few  of  them,  aware  of 
the  extreme  lengths  to  which  some  of  our  over 
much  pious  professors  of  religion  in  this  place 
have  gone,  in  endeavoring  to  shame,  reproach, 
browbeat,  and  coerce  people,  out  of  their 
own  honest  convictions  of  duty,  and  into  their 
hioorite  notions.  As  many  of  our  readers  have 
doubtless  seen  the  two  articles  referred  to  from 
the  Christian  Examiner,  as  also  the  extract 
from  Doctor  Paley,  we  shall  not  now  insert 
them,  tliough  probably  we  may  hereafter  pub¬ 
lish  the  latter  article. 

The  iotroduction  to  the  pamphlet  is  very  per- 
*inent,  and  the  author’s  remarks  judicious.  We 
hope  it  may  have  an  extensive  circulation  ;  not 
'toubting  that  it  would  open  the  eyes  of  many 


poupi..  to  see  me  evils  that  ibreaten  community 
from  the  bigoted  and  unrelenting  spirit  of  perse¬ 
cution  lately  exhibited  by  some  of  oursanclimo- 
nious  and  hypocritical  professors  of  religion. — 
We  present  our  readers  with  the  following  from 
the  introduction. 

**  The  unusual  efforts  which  have  for 
sotue  time  been  in  progress  to  influence 
the  public  mind,  toucniug  tke  institution 
of  the  Christian  Saubath — the  authority 
on  which  it  is  fouiiiied,  the  duties  which 
it  imposes,  and  the  appropriate  manner 
of  its  observance — have  justi  v  attracted 
to  that  subject  much  of  the  public  atten¬ 
tion.  iSu  lung  as  this  influence  was  at 
tempted  only  by  the  force  of  considera¬ 
tions  growing  out  of  those  various  views 
which  are  presented  to  the  human  mind, 
either  from  reason  or  revelation,  there 
seemed  to  be  nothing  in  the  question 
which  was  calculated  to  agitate  commu¬ 
nity  any  more  than  from  the  discussion 
ot  many  other  questions  in  morals  and 
policy,  which  are  constantly  presented  to 
them  through  the  pulpit  or  the  press.  It 
has  been  thought  proper,  however,to  bring 
tu  bear  upon  this  particular  question  a 
very  diftereiit  class  of  considerations.— 
And  the  novel  and  extraordinary  mea¬ 
sures  which  have  been  put  in  a  train  of 
execution,  to  enforce  those  views  of  it 
which  are  entertained  by  a  portion  of  the 
community,  seem  likely  tu  bring  it  at  last 
to  a  pretty  serious  crisis. 

“In  some  of  those  measures  there  is 
evidently,  as  to  the  parties  engaged  in 
them,  so  incongruous  a  mixture  of  religi¬ 
ous — thoygh  misguided  zeal — with  tne 
hope  and  calculation  of  worldly  gain, 
that  it  isdiflicuittu  determine  whether 
in  the  end,  zeal  is  to  be  the  tool  of  vvorld- 
liness,  or  worldtiness  the  tool  of  zeal. — 
The  probability  is  that  each  will  in  its 
turn  be  both  the  instrument  and  the  dupe 
of  the  other.  And  as  to  their  practical 
effect, no  considerate  and  observing  man, 
it  is  believed,  from  the  developements 
which  have  already  been  exhibited,  can 
doubt  what  is  tube  their  ultimate  results. 
What  progress  has  been  made  within  the 
last  year  in  effecting  their  professed  ob¬ 
ject  of  diminishing  the  number  of  those 
who  occasionally  travel  on  the  Sabbath, 
or  putting  down  such  lines  of  stages  or 
boats  as  run  on  that  day,  let  the  well 
knoion  increase  of  both  during  that  period 
ansmr.  It  is  unnecessary  to  allude  to 
those  obstinate  and  embittered  rivalships 
which  this  question  has  been  the  means 
of  getting  up,  or  those  disreputable  con¬ 
troversies  and  disorders  to  the  annoyance 
of  the  peaceful  traveller^  which  have  too 
often  grown  out  of  them.  Equally  pain¬ 
ful  is  it  to  reflect  upon  the  obvious  and 
perceptible  effect  which  is  already  dis- 
cernable  and  daily  increasing,  of  separa¬ 


ting  our  whole  commuuity  into  two  class¬ 
es,  distinct  from  each  other  in  most  of 
their  social  and  business  relations  of  life 
—each  of  which  we  suppose  must  soon, 
not  only  ride  in  seperate  stages  and 
boats,  but  with  equally  good  reason,  must 
take  lodging  in  separate  taverns,  worship 
in  separate  churches — and,  if  they  value 
domestic  peace,  intermarry  each  with  its 
separate  caste.  Then  will  again  be  built 
up  that  ‘'wall  of  partition”  which  forbade 
the  Jew  to  have  any  dealings  with  the 
Samaritan,  but  which  we  had  been  taught 
tu  believe  had  been  long  since  happily 
broken  down  by  the  more  liberal  and  en¬ 
lightened  views  of  the  Christian  dispen¬ 
sation.  If  the  church  be  indeed  ’‘the 
salt  of  the  earth,”  by  whose  savor  the 
world  is  tu  be  ‘‘seasoned,”  how  shall  this 
be  effected  unless  the  members  of  each 
are  brought  into  frequent,  amicable  and 
familiar  contact  with  each  other.  But  if 
the  church  elect  to  withdraw  themselves 
within  their  own  exclusive  circle,  the 
world  must  e’en  be  content,  we  fear,  te 
sit  down  with  the  loss  of  their  society — 
each  standing  upon  the  strength  of  their 
own  resources — sustaining  their  own 
charities,  and  carrying  on  their  own  en- 
terpnzes  with  their  own  means,  in  the- 
best  manner  that  they  may.  Is  it  then 
wished  that  “every  tub  should  be  left  to 
stand  on  its  own  bottom,”  and  be  filled 
too  from  its  own  cistern  ? 

’  “In  the  midst,  however,  of  all  this  un¬ 
seemly  scramble,  the  great  danger,  as  it 
regards  the  mural  sentiment  ot  the  com¬ 
munity  at  large,  is  evidently  this — that 
the  contest  will  terminate  in  dividing 
them  into  the  two  deprecated  classes  of 
blind  and  relentless  bigotry  or  scheming 
hypocricy  on  the  one  hand — and  open 
and  scuffing  infidelity,  and  contemptuous 
disregard  of  any  sort  of  religious  obser¬ 
vances  on  the  other — and  thus  display¬ 
ing  to  the  world  a  scene  of  morals  and 
of  manners  from  which  reasonable  and 
considerate  men  will  retire  with  loathing 
and  disgust.  *  •  *  • 

“It  may  be  remarked  too,  as  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  singular,  that  this  long  vexed  question 
touching  the  authority  and  perpetuity  of 
the  Jewish  Sabbath,  and  the  duties  and 
observances  which  necessarily  appertaia 
to  it  under  the  Christian  dispensation, 
which  has  ever  been  a  debateable  one  in 
the  Church  itself,,  should  have  been  se¬ 
lected  at  this  day  as  the  chosen  one  upon 
which  to  try  the  new  experiment  of  coer¬ 
cing  heretics  into  orthodoxy  by  an  appeal 
to  tlieir  businesa  and  their  purses.  If 
the  object  was  to  raise  a  standard  and 
furnish  a  rallying  point  for  that  “Chris¬ 
tian*  party  in  politics”  which  has  been  so 
earnestly-  recommended  by  Doct.  Ely, 
the  late  Moderator  of  the  general  assem. 
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bij  uf  the  Preiibyterian  Ciiurch,  it  would  at  a  rmsing,  by  me  failing  of  a  lever.’  ‘Wi<y  do 
seem  as  though  a  less  equivocal  and  more  y”*  *“7  when  I  saw  you  yesierday  wiiii 
strongly  marked  one  might  better  have  **®ad between youi  waggon  wheels.’  Dare 

been  chosen.  Vr  "“'''■‘’’’r  VI  T 

rrt  .  ^  X  j  u  au  r  II  •  oaper’  ‘Hen !  why,  I  am  a  Universaixst ! 

The  views  presen  ed  by  the  following  .liutyo  .  had  only  a  bair-breadlh  escape;  and  if 

.nrttcles  are,  it  is  believed,  substantially  you  had  been  killed,  where’ - No  matter  for 

those  of  by  far  the  greater  portion  ot  eve  that :  1  tell  you  I  ,,in  a  Univermlhl P  ” 
ry  religious  denomination  in  our  country,  Sir,  I  am  induced  to  believe  the  above 

-^xcepting  only  one-fi%  appears  from  is^a  gross  falsehoixl,  a  sheer  fabrication.  My 
their  several  publications  on  the  subject,  reasons  W  so  believing  are  the  following, 
notwithstanding  the  great  address  which  ,  t-i  „  „  .  .  , 

"  o  .  ^  I .  i  lie  aecniint.  on  rnrw  f  oarri<»« 


has  been  used  to  draw  the  former  into 
the  schemes  of  the  ambitious  and  aspi 
ring  sect  through  whose  instrumentality 
they  have  been  brought  forward,  by  ma 


1.  The  account,  on  its  very  face,  carries 
strong  marks  of  improbability. 

2.  Nea;  Jy  or  quite  all  simitar  accounts  which 
we  find  in  erroneously  calied  Orthodox  prims, 


king  a  prominent  use  of  the  names  of  such  hke  your  own,  are  found,  on  examiuation,  to  be 
few  individuals  as  could  be  induced  to  entirely  falsi-, or  most  wofully  dbtorted.  And, 
lend  them,  and  in  some  rases,  it  is  said,  Several  instances  of  laUthood  m  similar 
witliout  their  authority  or  approbation.  statements  hare  lierctofurc  beeu  detected  in  the 
It  will  hardly  be  deemed  an  excep  tf'esUrn  Recorder.  I  might  name  a  number  of 
turn  to  this  general  position,  that  iudivi  oases  of  tins  sort;  but  at  present  will  mention 
duals  of  perhaps  all  religious  denomina  nut  one.  About  a  year  and  a  li-alf  since,  yon 


tions  and  even  of  no  denomination  at  all, 
are  found  engaged  in  some  of  the  money¬ 
making  projects  to  which  this  question 
has  given  rise,  while  they  make  a  jest  of 


.lubhshed  an  account  of  a  child  ben  g  drowned  I 
in  Russia,  on  the  Sabbath;  staling  that  th- 
graiid-parents  and  family  with  whom  the  child 
was  iheo  living,  were  Universattsts;  and  intima- 


the  prinriply  in  private.  For  when  cap-  ,hat  the  Sabb.ith-brc.k.iig  in  which  th. 
itai  or  services  are  needed  to  carry  into  _ _  ,  ...  i  _ _ u, 


effect  the  worldly  part  of  a  religions  pro¬ 
ject,  it  is  well  understood  that  at  t  lis  day 
no  questions  are  asked,  and  no  special 
moral  qualifications  are  required  on  ei- 


cliiid  was  indulged,  and  wtdeh  was  thought  to  hr 
he  cause  of  Ins  bring  drnwued.was  the  natiira' 
cjn.><.'qiience  of  die  heretical  doctrine  of  Unive-- 
silism.  I'dscertained,  a  short  time  after,  that 


ther  side,  and  it  was  in  accordance  with  d.e  facts  were  .cry  difLrenl-that  none  of  th 
this  view  of  the  matter  that  if  was  late-  fomly  were  U.nversalists-the  child’,  father  was 
ly  declared  with  much  emphasis  by  a  •^Presbyterian,  and  the  mother  a 
zealous  professor  in  the  village  of  l^tica,  and  called  on  you,  Inrongh  the  mi'dium  oi  this 
—“tint  he  shnuM  think  it  his  duty  to  j  d^per,  to  correct  your  former  misstatement.— 
travel  exclusivelv  in  a  six  day  line  of  i  ibis,  however,  you  never  saw  fit  to  do. 
boats  or  stages,  if  they  were  owned  and  i  now  call  on  yon  for  the  evidence  of  what 
run  by  the  Devil  himself  !”  What  are  you  state  in  the  article  first  named,  f  ask  for 
tlip  world  to  think  of  such  Christianity,  die  nnm<*  of  the  parties  c-mcemed — that  is,  the 
s'lrh  professors,  and  such  couvertin^ordin-  names  of  the  (orthodox)  villager,  and  the  repu. 
rfjircs?  ted  drunkard,  and  liar,  and  Umversalist,  with 

TO  MR  TIIO~14S  H\-;TI'^GS  noplace  of  residence,  the  hme  when  the  occur- 

r- T-,  TTT  •  I  ’  rence  took  place,  and  safi^^.u•tory  evidence  that 

nditor  of  the  TT  f  stern  Recorder.  r  •>  j 

..  ,  ■  r.i  oi  .  1  •  the  cireumsfancps  are  all  exactn  as  vou  relate 

em. — In  your  paper  of  (he  3d  inst.  1  nerceivc  .  .•,  * 

,  ,  u  1  ,  II  (them,  and  dial  there  is  no  mistake  as  to  tin 

vou  have  made  a  btinrliDg  attempt  1 1  scandalize  I  ’ 

.  ,  r-  ■  I-.  j.  1  *r  inrcme/angt/ofl’e  used.  If  you  refuse  or  neglect 

,v.  ridicule  L  nivrrsatists  and  to  identify,  or,  as  /  ’  »  •'  ^ 

,  .  .1  .  .  /•  to  furnish  me  wilh  the  evidences  here  requested, 

rrearlv  as  possihl.>,  associate  the  sentiment  of  I  ' 

,T  "  ,  .1  .  1  J-  .  f  shall  conclude  that  yi'ii  t.nnnot  furnish  th.  m, 

I  .iivcrsa'ism,  with  the  tnilv  disgusting  vices  o' ,  •  ’ 

,  ,  .  I  •  re’  .1  r  [and  are  tlierefore  guiliv  of,  at  least,  one  of  the 

drurtl'iimrss  tijir.g  To  prepare  the  way  for  b  ,  i 

1  c  1  -  I  _ ......I  f  two  crimes  which  you  charge  upon  the  reiiute.l 

il'.is,  v'lU  fi''s(  quo'c  a  sliort  aernunt  Irom  tlie  ,  ^  o  i  i 

“Journal  of  Iliimanily,”  of  four  persons  dy  ing  |  ^  ‘*‘''®*^**''**‘ 

s-ilJenly.  or  getting  killed  by  reawm  of  drunk-  Yours.  &c.  D.  SKINNER. 

e  less.  To  this  account  you  then  add  : —  — — — 

,  ,  ,  •  .  .  ,  From  the  W estern  Recorder  of  the  3d  iiisl. 

“Ti.e^  remind  us  of  an  mslanre  w  -ch  lately  II.,,tixc.s_P1.  as.  to  insert  in  vrur  pa- 

.."cuircd  in  our  own  vicinity.  An  mhabitar.t  of  following  resolutions  of  the  Synod  c'f 

rn.s  village  met  a  loaded  waggon  (he  other  day, 

rs  dnin'ktdn  diivor  prostrate,  wttli  hi9  h,can  cx-  ^  •  i  rr^i  .  • 

nctly  lK*t'vcen  t'lo  whorls.  One  cf  Ihc  latter  Hf'tolrtff,  That  the  socord  T.itirvlay  in  No- 
had  struck  hi^  head  and  brirsod  it  in  n  severe  member  next,  be  observed  b\  the  churches  iin- 
manner.  Just  at  this  crilici^l  moment  the  har  dor  our  care, as  adayof  fastinfr^  humiliation 
.-.as  bad  stopped,  and  the  life  of  the  man  vraspre-  pray  er,  on  account  of  the  low  state  of  reli 
served  almost  ashy  a  miracle.  TFlie^  next  day  ffion  within  our  bounds. 

he  was  in  the  village,  when  the  following  dirf-  Resnlnd,  That  it  is  inconsistent  f»r  any  pro 
1 12U3  t  wk  place.  Cillager — '\‘/tiat  ails  your  fessor  of  le.'igion,  to  be  engaged  in  the  distilla- 
licid,  Dpighborr’  Drunifard — Tl  was  injured  tion,  vending,  or  use  of  ardent  spirits;  and  that 


n.  SKINNER. 


lie  Staled  (  It  ik  tan  e  thi'  icsoluiiiii.  n-  be  nub* 
lislied. 

TIMOTHY  STOW,  S/a/. t/  CUrk. 

Ethridge,  Oct.  26,  1 629 

Qatries;—\»  it  not  “on  account  of  the  lew 
state  of  religion  within  the  b.  unds”  of  Presbvlt-. 
nans,  that  llicir  ediiur-  are  so  much  addicted  to 
the  vice  of  bearing  false  witness  against  their 
lu-ighbnrs?  M’nuldthi.s  rre^byterian  Synod  have 
pabsifl  the  second  r<  solve  inserted,  had  they  not 
exj  fern  need  serious  difficulties  in  lesisling  liie 
lempldtioi.s  to  mil  nq  crate  drii.kicg.’  WjH 
nciglihoi;  Hastings  (>1*  a^e  answer? 

Post'Ojjie.e;  Troy,  A’.  F.  Aoe.  10,  1S29. 

Rev.  D.  bkinner, 

Sir— 1  he  kvaneelical  IMnpnzino,  sent  to 
this  cflicc,  for  the  Rev.  N.  S.  S.  Reman  is  not 
taken,  but  reii'niiis  drod  in  this  cffice  no  rea¬ 
son  is  assipned,  a  bni-.p  merely  ri  tiiscd. 

Vouis  respectfully 

W.  riERCF,  P.  M. 

Pr.  ASA  C.  TEIFT. 

Alas  !  and  what  is  the  matter,  friend  Bcnian  j 
We  ha^  hoped  to  find  a  pood  and  valuable  sub¬ 
scriber  in  thee.  But  to  riifiise  the  first  and  only 
paper  we  ever  sent  thee,  viz:  our  lOili,  or  last 
No.  and  that  too  d.-signed  for  thy  special  benefit 
— the  postage  too  only  one  cent — is  really  sur¬ 
prizing  !  Why,  fiiend  Beman,  really  w  c  had  ho¬ 
ped  for  better  tilings  of  thee  than  this.  How  do 
you  expect  the  heathen  will  ever  be  converted, 
or  any  of  the  pious  projects  of  the  day  accom¬ 
plished, if  all  professors  of  religion,  liko  you,  are 
too  parsimonious  to  pay  even  one  cent  to  save  a 
soul  from  death,  or  promote  a  benevolent  object? 

TO  AGENTS  AND  PATRONS. 

The  close  of  the  present  volume  of  tin  paper 
begins  to  draw  near.  On  the  first  of  January, 
a  new  volume  and  new  series  will  commence. 
Now  is  the  time  for  our  Agents  to  be  active  in 
seeing  old  subscribers,  getting  them  to  renew 
iheir  subscription,  and  enlarging  their  lists  by 
new  names :  for  we  are  well  persuaded  that  ma¬ 
ny  new  siibscrihers  may  he  obtained  for  the  next 
volume,  es;>eciiillyr  when  they  see  the  elegant 
neatness,  Inier  st  and  cheapness  of  the  new  sc¬ 
ries.  It  will  be  more  than  a  quarter  cheaper 
tlnn  anv  paper  of  the  kind  ever  before  publish-- 
ed  in  the  state.  It  will  lie  neatly  executed  on 
paper  of  superior  quality  and *w  liiteness,  make 
an  eh’gant  volume  for  binding  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  wilh  over  410  pages  and  a  complete  Index 
and  Title  page,  and  be  made  es  interesting  as 
our  own  abilities,  and  the- excellent  talents  of 
our  numerous  correspondents  can  make  it.  As 
we  venture  to  commence  the  new  volume  at  so 
low  a  price,  we  shall  depend  on  the  activity  and 
faithfulness  of  our  friends,  and  the  increase  of 
patronage  to  bear  us  out  in  it.  We  hope  every 
good  subscriber  on  our  list  . will  continue  his  pa¬ 
tronage,  and  prevail  at  least  on  one  of  his  neigh¬ 
bors  to  subscribe  for  the  Magazine  and  Advo¬ 
cate.  This  would  increase  our  list,  encourage 
our  hearts,  and  strengthen  our  hands.  And  at 
this  critical  juncture,  while  Pharisees  compass 


sej  A..U  la. Hi  >•>  make  (  lobfUles,  while  the  cue* 
Allies  of  religious  liberty  are  aliuo  the  alert,  and 
no  means  are  left  untried  to  spread  their  peculiar 
dogmas,  suppress  free  luquiry,  aud  deprive  us  ut 
our  dear  nought  rights,  shall  it  be  said  that  Lib¬ 
eral  Chrhtinnf,  evf>.  ciahy  UnieeraalUls,  deep 
i)n  Ihe'r  potln?  God  turbid.  Let  all  awake 
and  be  at-tive. 

Subscribers  who  are  in  ariear^  a'  ;o  payment,  | 
are  reminded  that  it  would  be  extremely  giati-  i 
lying  to  us,  to  receive  what  is  our  due,  without 
being  under  the  disag  eeubh-  necessity  of  dun¬ 
ning  any  (g'them.  Tliose  who  are  in  ai  rears  lor 
two  volumes,  liy  sending  «s  a  bill  will  can¬ 
cel  their  iccounis.  Those  wli  owe  for  the  pie 
sent  volume  only,  by  sending  the  above  amount  i 
will  cancel  their  present  account,  and  pay  for 
the  next  year  in  aevanec. 

It  is  always  most  agreeable  to  us  to  receive 
payment  in  oi/ea  u  e ;  for  altho’  the  sum  is  nut  sc 
great,  we  can  pin chas<  our  paper  and  ,  ay  our 
printers  with  re.idy  easti,  to  mucli  iicttei  advan- 
tao'c;  and  we  know  subscribers  are  bettersatis- 
fieJ  in  the  eii  1 ;  for  if  they  neglect  paying  iii  ad¬ 
vance',  llicy  are  sometimes  disposed  to  grumble 
at  tlie  close  of  tne  year,  in  cunsequeuceof  their 

ownneghci. 

Postage. —  .*  .1' u  -my  nuin  ci  oi  li.e  Maga¬ 
zine  fall  of  reaching  sub.cribeis,  we  will  cheer¬ 
fully  forward  them  gratuitously,  to  make  up  the 
deficiency ,  when  uoiilied  of  the  fact.  We  can¬ 
not  however  he  burdcDed  with  postage  o.i  let¬ 
ters  giving  us  tills  infuimation,  for  ihe  lollowing 
reason — the  papers  are  ail  regularly  and  faitli- 
fully  mailed,  and  if  any  fail  of  reaching  subscri 
hers,  the  Lull  is  uot  in  us,but  in  the  Post  Oilice 
or  mail  department,  or  some  rogue  at  the  office 
where  they  are  lett.  In  either  case  subscribers 
should  g.^t  tlioir  Pod  Jiastert  to  write  for  the 
missiDg  No' 

AUl  let-. 

The  Editor  will  preacii  at  New^iort,  on  the 
fourth  Sunday,  day  of  this  month,  and  at 
Sullivan  iUr  first  Su  day  ibD.-ccmber. 

CHKISTIANITY. 

{^Concluded /non  the  lo5th  page.) 

Celsus,  it  is  well  known,  was  a  very 
learned  man,  aiui  wrote  in  the  time  of 
Adrian,  or  sometitiag  later.  This  was 
not  above  fifty  years  after  the  date  of 
Christ’s  miracles.  Celsus  did  not  contro¬ 
vert  the  accounts  of  them  who  was  wit¬ 
nesses  of  the  miracles,  or  attempt  to  show 
any  inconsistency  or  chicanery  in  the 
facts  themselves  ;  he  takes  up,  at  a  se¬ 
cond  hand,  tlie  old  Piiarisaical  argument 
of  ascribing  them  to  the  power  of  the  de¬ 
vil  :  ill  short,  they  were  performed,  he 
cannot  deny  it ;  there  was  no  trick  or  ar¬ 
tifice  iu  the  performance,  he  cannot  dis¬ 
cover  any ;  the  accounts  of  them  are  no 
forgeries,  he  cannot  refute  them  ;  they  arc 


recent  histones,  aud  their  authenticity  is 
too  notorious  lo  be  called  into  question ; 
he  knows  uot  how  the  miracles  were  per¬ 
formed,  aud  therefore  they  were  done  by 
the  iuvocatiuu  oi  the  devil  :  he  cannot 
patiently  look  on,  aud  see  that  learning, 
so  long  tile  glory  of  all  civilized  nations. . 
aud  which  iie  nimself  was  to  an  eminent 
degree  possessed  of,  now  brought  into 
disgrace  by  a  new  religion,  professing  to 
be  a  divine  revelation,  aud  originating  a- 
moiigst  the  meanest  and  most  odious  ol  j 
all  the  provincial  nations. 

1  have  said  that  Celsus  adduces  neither 
oral  nor  written  aulhoriiy  against  Christ’s 
miracles  ;  hut  1  am  well  aware  it  may  be 
said,  .^aud  modern  cavillers  will  afi'ect  to 
say  it  with  triumpli,  that  ^thorities  are 
silent  on  the  subject:  “there  are  none  who 
make  mention  oi  these  miiacles, at  least  none 
have  come  down  to  our  tunes.”  If  this  si¬ 
lence  implies  a  want  of  callateral  evidence, 
wiiich,  iu  the  opinion  ol  our  modern  disoe- 
lievers  vitiates  the  authenticity  of  the  gosgol 
how  m,.ch  s  rouger  would  the  argument 
have  been  in  Celsus  time  than  iu  ours  ! 
Why  does  he  uot  avail  himself  of  it  i  aud 
why  does  he  take  such  pains  to  controvert 
accounts  of  winch  no  man  had  ever  spoken 
either  in  proof  or  disproof  ?  May  it  not 
be  fairly  presumed,  that  he  forbears  to 
urge  it  from  plain  coLvictiou  that  it  would  | 
operate  the  contrary  way  to  what  he  wish¬ 
ed,  and  that  the  reason  why  cotemporary 
writers  were  silent,  was  not  because 
they  were  ignorani  of  the  facts,  but  be¬ 
cause  they  could  not  refute  them  ?  Here 
then  we  will  leave  the  case  for  the  pres- 1 
ent ;  the  heathen  writers,  contemporary 
with  Christ,  make  no  mention  of  his  miia-< 
cles ;  they  are  interested  to  disprove  them; 
modern  unbelievers  think  this  a  reason 
that  these  miracles  w’ere  never  performed: 
Celsus  writes  fifty  years  after  the  time, 
and  never  urges  this  silence  as  an  argu¬ 
ment  for  the  uonexistence,  but  virtually, 
nay,  expressly  admits  Christ’s  miracles, 
by  setting  up  Pythagoras's  in  competition 
with  them.” 

The  above  extracts  are  critical,  elegant, 
pertinent  and  judicious;  and  the  argu¬ 
ment  in  favor  of  Christianity,  I  think,  irre¬ 
sistible.  L.  W. 

From  a  late  Hartford  paper, 

CATTLE-SIIOW  FAIK,  AND  OR¬ 
THODOX  CHARITY. 

The  annual  Cattle  Show  aud  Fair  of  the 
Hartford  County  Agricultural  Society,  was 
held  in  this  city  on  Wednesday  &  Thurs¬ 
day  of  last  week.  The  weather  was' 
pleasant,  and  the  cimcourse  of  strangers  | 
very  large.  Tlie  Society  dined  together  j 
at  the  New  City  Hall  on  Wednesday. — 
All  the  clergymen  of  the  city  (we  under- j 
stand)  were  invited — but  the  Rev.  Mr  I 
Hawes  informed  some  member  of  the  So¬ 


ciety,  that  if  Mr.  Rayner  (the  Universalist 
clergyman)  was  invited,  he  should  not  at¬ 
tend, and  advised  the  other  orthodox  clergy¬ 
men  to  refuse  also — this,  of  course,  made- 
some  noise  among  the  members  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  ;  but  Mr.  Rayner  attended,  as  did 
also  Bishop  Brownell,  and  some  other  of 
the  Episcopal  clergy,  and  we  believe  that 
the  Baptist  clergyman  was  tliere — at  ary 
rate,  the  dinner  was  got  along  with  quite 
as  well,  and  lay  quite  as  easy  on  the  sto¬ 
machs  of  those  who  partook,  as  it  would 
'll  Messrs.  Hawes  and  Spring  had  been 
there  to  assist  in  devouring  it.  These  gen- 
j  tlemen  also  refused  to  attend  the  exercises 
jat  Mr.  Hawes’  church,  on  Thursday  be- 
J  cause,  forsooth,  they  could  not  sit  under 
;  the  same vine  and  fig  tree,”  w  ith  a  Uni¬ 
versalist  clergyman. 

I  A  farce  somewhat  similar  to  this,  was 
acted  in  this  city,  last  Spring,  during  the 
sitting  of  the  Legislature,  when  these 
I  same  meu  refused  to  pray  with  the  house, 
j  because  Mr._  Rayner  had  been  requested 
I  to  officiate — these  pious  souls  could  net 
suffer  their  prayers  to  ascend  to  Heaven 
I  from  the  same  spot  where  a  Universalist 
had  petitioned  the  throne  of  grace,  for  u 
blessing  to  descend  upon  all  people.  Such 
j  conduct  as  this,  in  men  professing  to  btr 
j  the  followers  of  the  meek  and  low  ly  Jesus, 

I  is  certainly  the  most  triHing  business  we 
have  ever  known  any  men  to  be  concern¬ 
ed  in — and  will  bring  disgrace,  not  only 
upon  them,  but  upon  the  whole  city. 

The  reputation  of  our  beloved  city,  if, 
in  fact,  it  has  the  remnant  of  a  reputation 
I  remaining,  ought  to  be  dear  to  all  our  ci¬ 
tizens.  We  have  already  sufiered  enough 
by  the  notorious  Hartford  Convention,  and 
the  disgraceful  Jackson  effigy,  to  learn  us 
wisdom  and  prudence,  if  such  qualities 
are  to  be  learned  by  experience.  Where- 
ever  a  Hartford  man  chances  to  reveal  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  whether  a  hundred 
or  a  thousand  miles  from  home,  he  is  sure 
I  to  be  physicked  with  a  dose  of  theCon^en- 
tion.  Effigy,  Stc. — but  as  if  this  was  not 
enough  to  stigmatise  us,  these  sagacious 
and  holy  Orthodox  Clergymen,  have  seen 
fit  to  refuse  to  pray  with  the  Legislature, 
and  wherever  a  Hardfordite  has  shown 
his  head,  for  the  last  five  months,  this  al¬ 
so,  must  be  thrown  in  his  teeth — and  now, 
this  last  freak  of  these  holy  men,  will  add 
another  to  the  damnable  list. 

We  should  like  to  hear  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hawes  preach  from  the  5th  Chapter  of 
Matthew,  forty  fourth  verse  :  ‘‘But  I  say 
unto  you,  love  your  enemies,  bless  them 
'  that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate 
I  you,  and  pray  for  them  which  despite- 
j  fully  use  you.  and  persecute  you:”  Or  from 
j  a  part  of  1  Cor.  13th  Ch.  “Charity  siifler- 
I  eth  long,  and  is  kind — Charity  enrielh  not 
;  — is  not  puffed  up — is  not  easily  provoked 
— thinketh  MO  cnV.”  &c. 
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I^OCtgg. _  j 

THOUGHTS  ON  THE  SOUL. 

We  give  the  foilowiog  extract  from  a  poem, 
entitled  ‘Tbonghts  on  the  Soul,'  delivered  bj 
Uicbard  H.i  Dana,  Esq.  of  Cambridge,  at  a  late 
anniversary  of  the  Porter  Rhetorical  Society, 
in  the  Theological  Seminary,  Andover. 

Come,  listen  to  hb  voice  who  died  te  save 
Lost  man,  and  raise  him  fron  his  moral  grave 
From  darkness,  showed  a  path  of  light  to  hea 
▼en. 

Cried,  **  Rise  and  walk  j  thy  sins  are  all  for 
given.” 

Blest  are  the  pure  in  heart.  Would’st  thou 
be  blest  f 

He’ll  cleanse  thy  spotted  soul.  Would’st  thou 
find  rest  ? 

Around  thy  toils  and  cares  he’ll  breath  a  calm. 
And  to  thy  wounded  spirit  lay  a  balm; 

From  fear  draw  love  ;  and  teach  thee  where 
to  seek 

Lost  strength  and  grandeur — with  the  bowed 
and  meek. 

Come  lowly ;  he  will  help  thee.  Lay  aside 
That  subtile,  first  of  evils— human  pride. 
Know  God,  and,  so,  thyself  ;  and  be  afraid 
To  call  aught  poor  or  low  that  he  has  made. 
Fear  nought  but  sin ;  lore  all  but  sin  ;  and 
learn 

How  that,  in  all  things  else,  thou  may’st  dis 
cern 

His  forming,  his  creating  power — how  bind 
Eearth,  self  and  brother  to  th’  Eternal  Mind. 

*  ♦  ♦  •  *  •  r 

Our  sins  our  nobler  faculties  debase, 

And  make  the  earth  a  spiritual  waste 
Unto  the  soul’s  dimmed  eye  : — ’lis  man,  not 
earth — 

’Tis  thou,  poor,  self-starved  soul,  has  caused 
the  death. 

The  earth  is  full  of  life  ;  the  living  Hand 
Touched  it  with  life,  and  all  its  forms  expand 
With  principles  of  being  made  to  suit 
Mao’s  vaiied  powers,  and  raise  him  from  the 
brute. 

And  shall  the  earth  of  higher  ends  be  full  7 — 
Earth  which  bhou  tread’st  1  and  thy  poor  mind 
be  dull  7 

Thou  talk  of  life,  with  halfthy  soul  asleep  ! 
Thou  ’living  dead  man,’  let  thy  spirit  leap 
Forth  to  the  day  ;  and  let  the  fresh  air  blow 
Through  thy  soul's  shut  up  mansion.  Would’st 
thou  know 

Something  of  what  is  life,  shake  ofT  this  death; 
Have  thy  soul  feel  the  t'ntversal  breath 
With  which  all  nature ’s  quick,  and  learn  to  be 
Sharer  in  all  that  thou  dost  touch  or  see. 

Break  from  the  body’s  grasp, thy  spirit’s  trance; 
Give  thy  soul  air,  thy  faculties  expanse  : — 
Love,  joy,  e’en  sorrow, — yield  thyself  to  all! 
They’ll  make  thy  freedom,  man,  and  nut  thy 
thrall. 

Knock  off  the  shackles  which  thy  spirit  bind 
To  dust  and  sense,  and  set  at  large  thy  mind  ! 
Then  move  in  sympathy,  with  God’s  great 
whole  I 

And  be,  like  man  at  first, *a  uvika  soul!’ 


iniAteUatifi. 


Fasting. -Distinct  from  religious  ordi¬ 
nances  and  anchorite  zeal,  fasting  has 
been  frequently  recommended  and  prac¬ 
tised  as  a  means  of  removing  incipient 
diseases,  and  t)f  restoring  the  body  to  its 
customary  healthful  sensations.  Howard, 
the  celebrated  philanthropist,  used  to 
fast  one  day  in  the  week.  Franklin,  for 
a  period  did  the  same.  Napoleon,  when 
he  found  his  system  unstrung,  suspend¬ 
ed  his  wonted  repast,  and  took  exercise 
on  horseback.  The  list  of  distinguished 
names  might,  if  necessary,  be  increased 
— but  why  adduce  authority,  in  favor  of 
a  practice  which  the  instinct  of  the  brute 
creation  leadp  them  to  adopt,  whenever 
they  are  sick.  Happily  for  them  they 
have  no  meddling  prompters  in  the  shape 
of  well  meaning  friends,  to  force  a  sto 
mach  already  enfeebled  and  loathing  its 
customary  food,  to  digest  this  or  that  de¬ 
licacy — soup,  jelly,  custard,  chocolate, 
and  the  like.  It  would  be  a  singular  fash¬ 
ion,  and  yet  to  the  full,  as  rational  as  the 
one  just  mentioned,  if  on  eyes  weakened 
by  long  exercise  in  a  common  light,  >ve 
were  to  direct  a  stream  of  blue,  or  violet, 
or  red,  or  even  gyeen  light  through  a 
prism,  in  place  of  keeping  them  careful¬ 
ly  shaded  and  at  rest. — Jour,  of  Health. 


Prayer. — I  consider  prayer  not  only 
as  a  sacred  duty,  but  as  an  inestimable 

firivilege.  It  is  the  dictate  of  nature,  de- 
ightfuT  in  prosperity,  resistless  in  dis¬ 
tress.  I  do  not  mean  that  outward  cer¬ 
emony — those  cold  and  forma!  addresses 
to  the  throne  of  grace,  which  neither  ele¬ 
vate  the  mind,  nor  purify  the  heart,  but 
that  deep  and  heartfelt  communion  which 
gives  to  humility  power,  and  to  weakness 
strength  ;  which  adds  gratitude  to  faith, 
and  confirms  the  spirit  in  its  immortal 
hope. 

Can  it  be  possible,  that  human  beings, 
frail,  helpless,  dependent,  fated  to  die, 
yet  destined  to  a  fearful  immortality, 
should  voluntarily  deny  themselves  the 
sustaining  hope,  the  never  failing  conso¬ 
lation  which  springs  from  this  communi¬ 
on  with  their  God,  this  worship  of  their 
maker  !  It  is  irrational,  I  should  say  im¬ 
possible. 

It  has  been  said  that  no  man  ever  died 
an  Atheist.  I  doubt  whether  any  man 
ever  lived  an  Atheist.  Even  scepticism 
of  a  less  hardened  character  is  but  a  de¬ 
lusion  of  pride,  a  worldly  conceit,  a  vain 
and  miserable  boast.  We  cannot  resist 
the  consciousness  of  the  conviction  of  a 
future  state.  We  cannot  stifie  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  ourown  transgressions,  nor  can 
we  renounce  the  hope  of  life  hereafter  ; — 
‘For  who  would  leave 

Though  full  of  pain,  this  intellectual  being  ^ 


This  life  is  but  the  commeRcement  of 
our  existence  ;  the  passage  and  prelude  of 
that  future  which  is  to  know  no  end.— > 
One  internal  evideoce  of  this, is  the  uasta- 
ble  and  unsatisfying  nature  of  its  best  and 
highest  enjoyments.  Who  is  there  that 
has  not  felt  the  truth  of  the  exclamatton 
that  all  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit  ?' 
Who  is  there  that  has  never  occasional! v 
felt  the  utter  insignificance  of  all  this  boas¬ 
ted  world  ean  give  or  take  away  Ask 
of  him  that  is  truly  wise,  where  happiness 
dwells,  and  he  will  turn  from  this  dim 
spot  which  men  call  earth,  and  point  like 
Anaxagoras,  to  the  heavens. 


Another  Suicide. — We  learn  from  a 
communication  in  the  last  Trumpet,  over 
the  initials,  “  W.S.  B.'’  that  Mr.  Sam¬ 
uel  Martin,  of  Whitingham,  Yt.  put  a 
period  to  his  existence,  the  Sd  inst.  by 
cutting  his  throat  with  a  razor.  “He 
was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church 
in  that  town,  and  a  warm  advocate  for 
the  doctrine  of  endless  misery  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  milder  system  of  Universal 
Benevolence  believed  by  many  there.’’ 

UNIVERSALIST  BOOKS 

For  sate  by  D.  Skinner  at  his  residence  on  Bur. 
net  street. 

Petitt  Pierre  on  Divine  goodness. 

Review  of  Hawes’  10  Letteis  against  Universa- 
lism,  by  R.  Canfield. 

Hudson’s  Letters  to  Ballou. 

Balfours  Essays  and  reply  to  Hudson. 

Balrour’s  2d  Inquiry. 

Evangelical  Repository, 
i  Utica  Evangelical  Magazine  vols  1st  2d, 
Brown’s  History  of  Universalism. 

Ballou’s  Aocient  History  of  Universalism,  a  very 
valuable  work. 

Ballou’s  Treaties  on  Atonement. 

Loveland’s  Greek  Lexicon - English  deCai- 

>  tions. 

Kneeland’s  Greek  and  English  Testament. 
Evidences  of  Christianity,  Four  Discourses,  by 
W.  I.  Reese, 

Reports  of  Trials  Ac.  in  New  York. 

Hosea  Ballou’s  Sermon  at  Ordination  of  T.  Fisk. 
T.  Fisk’s  Washington  Sermon. 

A  Hell  for  all  tho  Wicked — The  Rich  Man  in 
Hell.  And  a  variety  of  otiier  dermons  and 
Pamphlets. 
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I  N.  B.  The  present  or  third  vofiime  which  com¬ 
menced  in  April  last,  will  be  closed, (or  the  26  Nos 
of  it  completed,)  in  December,  and  on  the  first  of 
January,  1830,  the  Evangelical  Magazine  and  dos- 
pel  Advocate  will  be  united  and  commence  a  new  se¬ 
ries  in  a  weekly  paper,  at  $1,60  in  advance,  or  $2, 
if  not  paid  within  three  months'.  All  letters 
the  Editor  must  be  post  paid 
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